
Columbia County Board of County Commissioners 

 

Minutes of: 

May 01, 2014 

 

The Columbia County Board of County Commissioners met in the auditorium of the 

School Board Administrative Complex at 5:30 p.m.  The meeting opened with prayer, and the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America followed.  

 

Commissioners in Attendance:    Stephen E. Bailey, Rusty DePratter, Bucky Nash, and 

Chairman Ronald Williams. 

 

Commissioners Absent: Scarlet Frisina 

 

Others in Attendance:   County Manager Dale Williams, 

     County Attorney Marlin Feagle 

Safety Manager David Krauss (“SM”),  

Operations Manager Kevin Kirby (“OM”), 

Administrative Manager Lisa Roberts (“AM”), and 

Deputy Clerk Sandy Markham 

 

 

Agenda Deletions:  
  

 Staff requested that item #6 of the consent agenda be deleted. 

 

 MOTION by Commissioner Bailey to approve the agenda as amended.  Second by 

Commissioner Nash.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

Public Comment: 

 

 L.J. Johnson offered comments relating to background checks being conducted on the 

administrators who are hired for Suwannee Valley Transit Authority.  He asked that the public be 

provided with additional information relating to Director Pra’s time sheets and earned comp 

time.   

 

National Corrections Officers and Employees Week in Columbia County 

 

 The Board considered Resolution No. 2014R-5.  The resolution was read into the record 

and presented by Commissioner Bailey. 

 

 MOTION by Commissioner Nash to approve the resolution.  Second by Commissioner 

DePratter.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 



 

 

100
th

 Anniversary of the Cooperative Extension Office 

 

 Commissioner Bailey read Proclamation 2014 P-4 recognizing the 100
th

 Anniversary of 

the Cooperative Extension Office’s 100
th

 Anniversary.   

 

 MOTION by Commissioner Nash to approve the proclamation.  Second by 

Commissioner DePratter.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

Real Terrace Road Extension - Budget Amendment #14-55 ($480,000) 

 

This matter was first discussed at the April 03, 2014 meeting of the Board.  The subject 

property consists of 12.41 acres and is owned by TD Bank.  The general area of the property is 

behind Red Lobster Restaurant.  The County would like to acquire this property to be used for 

the Real Terrace Extension right-of-way.  The County is performing this project in cooperation 

with the Florida Department of Transportation.   

 

In addition to TD Bank’s appraisal ($650,000) and the Columbia County Property 

Appraiser’s appraisal ($525,929), two additional appraisals were obtained.  The newest 

appraisals are from Chandler Appraisal Services ($541,000) and Hale and Brannon Appraisers 

($650,000).  Each of the appraisals are well over the asking amount of $515,000.  The County 

Manager said, “From the standpoint of performing our due diligence, we have no issues with the 

appraised price.” 

 

An environmental assessment has been completed by Darabi & Associates.  The County 

Manager reviewed the conclusions of Darabi & Associates. 

He noted that even though no leaching has been detected, there is some concern with buried 

construction and demolition debris located on in the northeastern portion of this property. 

 

 Attorney Feagle commented that as part of the due diligence, a title search was 

conducted.  In accordance with the terms of the contract, written notice was provided to the seller 

of buyer’s concerns with the title.  Attorney Feagle said that attention is going to be needed as it 

relates to the easements and that he has put the seller on notice.  However, it does not appear at 

this time that there is anything that would keep the county from doing what it desires with the 

12.41 acres.  He assured the Commission that legal staff will be diligent in their continued 

review of the property and the title.  Any issues will be brought back before the Board. 

 

 Staff’s recommendation was to approve Budget Amendment #14-55, which transfers 

$480,000 into the Real Terrace Extension Project Fund.  The Board was reminded that earnest 

money in the amount of $50,000 was paid up front and approximately $15,000 was used for due 

diligence expenses.  The money is being moved forward in order to pay expenses.  If legal has no 

issues by the May 15
th

 meeting, the county will go to closing without coming back before the 

Board. 

 

 MOTION by Commissioner Nash, “I so move.”  Second by Commissioner Bailey. 



 

 

 Commissioner Nash asked to be made aware of the issues mentioned and requested 

copies.   

 

 Commissioner DePratter requested reclamation costs be provided. 

 

 The Chair opened the floor for public comment.   

 

Citizens Offering Comment:  Steward Lilker. 

 

 The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 The County Manager excused himself from the meeting in order to attend an awards 

ceremony for his son. 

 

 

Department of Transportation 

 

 Jordan Green who is the Rural Area Transportation Development Engineer for D.O.T. 

reviewed and discussed with the Commission their priorities relating to the County Work 

Program.  The county was asked to submit suggested priority lists by May 23, 2014. 

 

 

Skunkie Acres 

 

 William Haake stated that he was speaking on behalf of his neighbors and himself.  He 

addressed with the Board what he considers to be a “neighborhood problem.”  He reported to the 

Board that Skunkie Acres disregards the law and are repeat offenders of the law.  Additionally, 

he reported that the business is not only a health and safety issue, but it is also a business with 

nuisance animals, and a business which operates without morals.   

 

Mr. Haake showed a video in support of his comments and produced a neighborhood 

petition supporting his comments.  He asked that the Board declare Skunkie Acres a nuisance 

and recognize that the business does not belong in a residential area.  He asked the Board to 

resolve this issue which is negatively impacting the residential area and to do it as expeditiously 

as possible.   

 

 Ms. Barbara Haake disputed comments made by William Haake stating the entire matter 

revolves around Mr. Haake’s wife being terminated from Skunkie Acres.  She further explained 

that William Haake and his wife are very bitter and they are behind all of the many calls being 

made to all of the involved agencies.  She noted that two of the horses Mr. Haake has 

complained about have now died of poisoning, and complained that her family cannot even step 

outside without constantly being videoed by the Haake’s.  Barbara Haake had many of her own 

allegations and concerns, and Ms. Tabitha Haake and Samantha Haake added to the 

conversation. 



 

 Chairman Williams recognized the turmoil between the neighbors and said something 

had to be done.  He gave a brief history as to how Skunkie Acres came to locate in the 

neighborhood it is in.  Commissioner Williams said there have been issues with Skunkie Acres 

that have disappointed him as Commissioner of District 1.  He said that he now regrets that he 

did not uphold the Planning and Zoning Board’s recommendation to deny Skunkie Acres’ 

petition to locate in its current location.   

 

 Chairman Williams told Attorney Feagle that he wanted to begin the process of gathering 

the evidence needed in order to move forward with efforts to declare Skunkie Acres a nuisance.  

He explained to the Board that he has personally witnessed nuisance animals at Skunkie Farms 

as well as firsthand knowledge relating to some of the other claims stated by Mr. Haake.  He 

asked if it would be possible to take steps to reverse the decision to allow the business to locate 

in the neighborhood. 

 

 Attorney Feagle responded there is a lot of documentation that needs to be gathered and 

reviewed. He pointed out that the many agencies that have been called out can and were able to 

take immediate action by writing citations. However, the process the county would have to go 

through with the court system would take much longer and be a more expensive process.  He 

said the question needs to be answered as to why there have been no enforcement or 

consequence for what the Mr. Haake reports as constant violations of the law relating to health, 

safety and sanitation.  Attorney Feagle questions why efforts by other agencies to bring Skunkie 

Acres into compliance appear to have been futile.  

 

It was agreed that a community meeting would be called to address the matter further. 

 

 

Consent Agenda  

 

(1) External Budget Amendment – Central Communications – BA #14-53 – 

 Maintenance and Repairs to Existing Public Safety Communications Towers - 

 $73,550.00 

 

(2) External Budget Amendment – HMGP Grant – BA #14-54 – Storm Water 

 Mitigation to the HMGP Program - $123,545.00 

 

(3) Building and Zoning – Subdivision Variance Reduction of Radius for Cal-de-sac 

 Cypress Lake Business Park 

 

(4) Interlocal Agreement – Town of White Springs, Florida/Columbia County Fire 

and Rescue – Requesting Approval of Mutual Aid Interlocal Agreement 

 

(5) Operations Manager – Requesting Approval – Department of Corrections 

Contract Renewal – Fiscal Year 2014/2015 

 



(6) Resolution No. 2014R-7 – Requesting the Florida Commission for the 

 Transportation Disadvantaged to Designate Suwannee Valley Transit Authority 

 (SVTA) as the Designated Official Planning Agency – Regional Areas 

 

(7) Proclamation No. 2014P-5 – Declaring Columbia County Public Safety 

Appreciation  Month – May 19th thru 23rd, 2014 as National Police Week & May 20th, 

2014 as Peace Officer’s Memorial Day in Columbia County, Florida 

 

(8) Utility Permit – AT&T SE Florida – SW Junction Road 

 

(9) Operations Manager – Declaration of Salvage – 1999 Chevy Blazer, County ID 

 #10318 – Repairs are More Than the Vehicle is Worth 

 

(10) Operations Manager – Bid Award No. 2014-A & Contract – Univar - 

$15.72/gallon  drums or $15.15/gallon (275 gallon drums) 

 

(11) Operations Manager – Bid Award No. 2014-B & Contract – Clean Harbors   

Environmental Services - $5,442.50 

 

 MOTION by Commissioner Bailey to approve the consent agenda.  Second by 

Commissioner Nash. 

 

 Citizen Stew Lilker asked that item #2 be pulled from the consent agenda. SM Kraus 

gave clarification on item #2.  There was discussion with Mr. Lilker relating to what he considers 

to be billing discrepancies.  There was Board discussion.  SM Kraus agreed to review the billing 

and give a complete accounting to the Board prior to payment. 

 

 The motion carried unanimously.    

 

 

 Commissioner Comments 

 

 Commissioner DePratter asked everyone to be mindful that the Three Rivers area is 

flooded.  He asked for everyone to be careful if traveling in the area, and to report anything that 

looks suspicious.  Commissioner Williams reported the same for the Suwannee Valley area. 

 

 

Public Comment 

 

 Mr. Stewart Lilker encouraged the Board to hear both sides of the Skunkie Acre matter 

and allow everyone the same amount of time to present their case. 

 

 L.J. Johnson asked the Board to do their homework on the Skunkie Acre issue. 

 

 

 



Adjournment 

 

 There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at  

6:55 p.m. 

 

ATTEST:     ________________________________ 

      Board of County Commissioners 

 

_______________________________ 

P. DeWitt Cason 

Clerk of Circuit Courts 


